
Supporting Decisions with Evidence:

Using the What Works 
Clearinghouse



Presentation Outline

•Overview of the WWC:  Mission & Objectives

•WWC Products:  What they are & how they can be used

-- Intervention Reports

-- Practice Guides

-- Quick Reviews

• Discussion:  How use evidence in day-to-day decision-making?  
How can the WWC be useful?



Problem & Context

• Substantial amount of research on education practices, programs, 
and policies

•Studies are uneven in quality

•Summarized in several different places

•No sense of evidence standards used to assess quality

•Requires lots of effort to synthesize and use the information

•Decision-making often based on personal experience and ideology 
rather than on a strong research base



WWC Connects Educators with the Best Research 

on Effective Interventions & Practices in Education 

• Initiative of the U.S. Department of Education's Institute 

of Education Sciences

• Central and trusted source of scientific evidence for what 
works in education

– Develops and implements standards for reviewing
and synthesizing education research

– Assesses the rigor of research evidence on the effectiveness
of interventions

– Summarize findings on website “whatworks.ed.gov”



The What Works Clearinghouse



The WWC



Key Features of the WWC

• WWC does not directly assess programs, policies, or practices

• Rather, WWC reviews and reports on the findings from 
existing research

– Assesses “quality” of existing research

– Reports on what the research meeting standards indicates 
about “effectiveness”

• WWC does not recommend certain interventions in favor of 
others (no conflict of interest)





What Products are Available?

• Intervention Reports

– Review of the literature about a specific product 
or practice

• Quick Reviews

– Review of a specific study that has received recent 
attention

• Practice Guides

– Recommended practices for specific challenges 
based on evidence from the literature



Topic Areas

Intervention Reports

Elementary School Math
Middle School Math
Beginning Reading
Dropout Prevention
Early Childhood Education
English Language Learners
Adolescent Literacy
Students with Learning Disabilities
Other topic areas

Accelerated Reader
Daisy Quest
Ladders to Literacy
Peer Assisted Learning Strategies
Reading Recovery
Saxon Phonics
Stepping Stones to Literacy
Etc. (over 150 more…)



New WWC Topic Areas

 Adolescent Literacy 

 High School Math

 High School Science

 Teacher Professional Development

 Writing

 Out of School Time

 Students w/ Learning Disabilities

 EC Education for Children with Disabilities 

 Children w/ Emotional & Behavioral Disorders

 Students w/ Intellectual Disabilities

 Autism



What is an Intervention Report? 

• Focus on a product or specific practice, often a branded 
product like a curriculum

• Conduct an exhaustive search of all studies focused on that 
product or practice

• Review the literature and identify the studies that meet 
WWC standards

• Summarize the findings from the studies that meet WWC
standards 

Intervention Reports



Intervention Reports



Reporting

Intervention Reports

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/Topic.aspx?tid=01


WWC QUICK REVIEWS



Quick Reviews

• Identify a recently-released education study 
that has been publicized by a major news 
outlet

• Review the study to determine whether it 
meets WWC standards

• Summarize the findings in a one-page review, 
identifying strengths and cautions

Quick Reviews



Quick Reviews

Quick Reviews



Practice Guides

WWC Practice Guides



Practice Guides

Recommendations for addressing current challenges 
in education

Developed by an expert panel

Practitioner focused

Practice Guides Include:
• Concrete how-to steps

• Rating of strength of evidence

• Solutions for common roadblocks

Practice Guides



Practice Guides

12 WWC Practice Guides

• Using Response to Intervention (RtI) for Reading 

• Using Response to Intervention  (RtI) for Math

• Helping Students Navigate the Path to College

• Using Data to Support Instructional Decisionmaking

• Structuring Out of School Time

• Reducing Behavior Problems



Practice Guides

12 WWC Practice Guides (Continued)

• Dropout Prevention 

• Literacy Instruction for English Language Learners

• Encouraging Girls in Math and Science 

• Turning Around Low Performing Schools

• Improving Adolescent Literacy

• Organizing Instruction to Improve Student Learning



Practice Guides

Three More by September 2010

Including:

• Teaching Fractions

• Promoting Reading Comprehension for Beginning Readers

• Teaching Writing



Practice Guides

• Panels meet multiple times 

• Panelists develop recommendations

• Staff summarize research

• Levels of evidence assigned

• Guides undergo peer review

Developing Recommendations



Practice Guides

Levels of Evidence

• Strong: High confidence (multiple rigorous 
studies in a variety of contexts)

• Moderate: Some evidence (may not work in 
all settings)

• Low: Hasn’t been proven with rigorous 
research (but panel still thinks it is important)



Practice Guides

Components of a Practice Guide



Practice Guides



Practice Guides



http://whatworks.ed.gov





Questions for Discussion

• How do you use evidence in day-to-day decision-
making?

•What are the constraints to using evidence?

•What kinds of evidence are lacking?  What would 
you like to see more of?  

• How can the WWC be more useful?


